
Qualitative Data Analysis 

Using non-numerical data to discover 
and describe patterns in your data





Assignment #5 Prompt: Mini-Ethnography

● Choose an ethnographic context in which you will conduct observations.

● Once you have chosen your context, you must spend time (at least 2 hours) observing 
the people and activities in that context, paying particular attention to social 
characteristics and interactions. 

● You must also closely consider your role in the setting, and how others seem to 
respond to you whether or not you engage with them directly. 

● While in your setting, take a notepad and make jottings of key observations, or excuse 
yourself periodically to a private place to make jottings.

● Write up notes of your observations in full form, making sure you capture quotes, physical 
descriptions of people, places, and moods, or other rich details. Your field notes should be no 
less than 2 pages.



● Write a short essay (2 pages) in which you describe the ethnographic setting, 
explain why you chose it, describe your observations and any participation, 
and summarize what you learned about this setting/group of people/context. 

● What dynamics did you hope to observe in your setting (e.g. gender roles, 
social class, social norms, ordinary workings of justice system, etc.)? 

● Are there any patterns that stand out?

● Did anything surprise you based on what you had expected to observe?  



What is your research topic? 

Examples of an ethnographic scene include

- The proceedings of a book club meeting
- Protest of any sort
- Shoppers at a big box store on Black Friday
- Riding the tourist trolleys on a weekend
- Happy hour at a neighborhood bar
- The proceedings at the San Diego County 

courthouse
- Grocery shopping practices of parents with 

children
- beachgoers during a holiday weekend
- the experience of dining alone at a restaurant

Please be creative!



Field Note 

Jotting of key observation Descriptive information: Factual data (time, date, state of physical settings, 
social environment, description of the subject etc.) 

Reflective information: observer’s reflection about the observation
(ideas, questions, concerns, and other related thought)



Format 

● Introduction: set the scene: tell me about the space you chose, 
its location, the events that occur there, the population that 
occupies this space, what they do there

● Observation and application: What did you observe, what did 
you find most interesting when looking at this site critically, 
what stood out to you in ‘making the familiar strange”



Exercise: Outline of Mini-Ethnography

1. Research Topic

2. Research Question 

3. Hypothesis

4. Research Method (observation, participant observation, interview)

5. Analysis of Data 



Why people study at a café?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyYy5dBSsrQ


